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NOTICES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Domestic  and  International  Business 
Administration 

EXPORT  MONITORING  REPORT  FOR 
FERTIUZERS 

October-December  1976 

Data  collected  during  October  through 
December  1976,  the  second  quarter  of 
the  1977  crop  year,  Indicated  a  sizeable 
Increase  In  imports  and  a  modest  In¬ 
crease  In  exports  of  nitrogen  containing 
fertilizers,  compared  to  the  same  three 
month  period  In  1975.  Fertilizers  con¬ 
taining  nitrogen  Imported  during  Octo¬ 
ber  through  December  1976,  totaled  465,- 
461  content  tons.  This  was  190,650  con¬ 
tent  tons  more  than  were  Imported  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  quarter  of  the  preceding 
year,  when  274,811  content  tons  entered 
the  United  States.  During  this  same  Oc¬ 
tober  through  December  period,  exports 
of  fertilizers  containing  nitrogen  totaled 
357,784  content  tons,  an  Increase  of  31,- 
297  content  tons  over  the  326,487  con¬ 
tent  tons  exported  in  the  comparable 
1975  period. 

Of  those  nitrogen-containing  fertilizer 
materials  under  export  monitoring,  am¬ 
monium  phosphate  was  the  commodity 
exported  In  the  largest  quantity  during 
the  October  through  December  period, 
with  740,308  short  tons  being  shipped 
abroad.  This  was  189,941  short  tons  more 
than  the  550,367  short  tons  exported  dur¬ 
ing  October  through  December  1975.  Am¬ 
monium  sulfate,  with  exports  totaling 
152,841  short  tons  during  October 
through  December,  was  the  second  larg¬ 
est  nitrogen  fertilizer  ex]>ort.  However, 
the  ammonium  sulfate  exported  in  the 
October  through  December  1976  quar¬ 
ter,  even  though  It  was  second  largest  In 
quantity  for  this  period,  was  124>44 
short  tons  less  than  the  277,185  short 
tons  of  ammonium  sulfate  exported  In 
the  like  period  of  1975. 


Imports  of  nitrogen  containing  fertiliz¬ 
ers  were,  as  already  noted,  well  above  the 
Import  level  for  the  comparable  1975  pe¬ 
riod  and  also  were  190,650  content  tons 
above  the  257,864  content  tons  Imported 
In  the  first  quarter  of  the  1977  crop  year. 
The  October  through  December  Import 
level  reversed  the  trend  prevailing  during 
the  preceding  six  months,  when  nitro¬ 
gen-containing  fertilizer  imports  were 
declining  in  comparison  to  the  previous 
year’s  levels. 

Imports  of  nitrogen  fertilizer  materi¬ 
als  In  the  fourth  calendar  quarter  of 
1976,  were  led  by  urae.  During  the  Octo¬ 
ber  through  December  period,  413,077 
short  tons  of  this  commodity  were  im¬ 
ported,  a  dramatic  Increase  over  the 
142,504  short  tons  of  urea  Imported  in 
the  comparable  period  In  1975.  Anhy¬ 
drous  ammonia  was  the  nitrogen  fer¬ 
tilizer  Imported  In  second  largest  quan¬ 
tity  In  the  October  through  December 
1976  quarter.  The  200,679  short  tons  of 
anhydrous  ammonia  Imported  In  Octo¬ 
ber  through  December  represented  a 
31,976  short  ton  Increase  over  the  168,708 
short  tons  Imported  In  October  through 
December  1975. 

Contracts  for  the  export  of  nitro¬ 
genous  fertilizers  for  the  remainder  of 
the  1977  crop  year  and  the  first  half  of 
the  1978  crop  year,  were  nearly  double 
the  quantity  committed  to  export  sale  a 
year  ago.  Total  export  contracts  for  ni¬ 
trogenous  fertilizers,  as  of  December 
1975,  were  103,444  content  tons;  in  De¬ 
cember  1976,  export  sales  for  future  de¬ 
livery  totaled  198,733  content  tons.  This 
may  presage  increased  export  activity 
during  the  corning  year,  but  short  term 
contract  sales,  which  are  unaccounted 
for  here,  may  greatly  affect  the  final  ex¬ 
port  figures. 

During  the  three  month  reporting  pe¬ 
riod,  minimal  production  Increases  over 


previous  year  levels  occurred  only  with 
anhydrous  ammonia  and  ammonium 
phosphate.  October  through  December 
anhydrous  ammonia  production  amount¬ 
ed  to  1,515,000  short  tons  In  1976,  com¬ 
pared  to  1,494,000  short  tons  In  1975. 
Ammonium  phosphate  production  dur¬ 
ing  this  same  1977  period  totaled  752,000 
short  tons,  compared  to  698,000  short 
tons  In  1976.  Urea  and  ammonium  ni¬ 
trate  production  decreased  slightly  from 
that  of  the  comparable  period  a  year 
earlier,  and  comparative  figures  were  not 
available  for  ammonium  sulfate  produc¬ 
tion. 

Producers’  prices  for  nitrogen-contain¬ 
ing  fertilizer  materials,  as  reported  in  the 
trade  press  for  this  three-month  period, 
showed  little  change.  Domestically, 
transaction  prices  were  drastically  dis¬ 
counted  from  those  quoted  In  the  trade 
press,  and  actual  export  prices  as  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Office  of  Export  Adminis¬ 
tration  were  as  much  as  50  percent  lower 
than  the  quoted  prices.  In  December, 
export  prices,  both  for  current  and  future 
shipments,  were  reported  to  be  less  than 
$100  per  short  ton  for  both  ammonia  and 
urea.  In  fact,  worldwide  prices  for  all 
nitrogen  fertilizers  drifted  lower  In  De¬ 
cember.  Relatively  ample  worldwide  sup¬ 
ply  accounted  for  this  general  price 
decline. 

Tables  of  exports,  Imports,  inventories, 
domestic  production,  and  prices  follow.1 

Frank  A.  Weil, 

Assistant  Secretary  for 

Domestic  and  International  Business. 


1  World  supply  and  demand  data  are  not 
available  on  a  monthly  basis.  The  most  re¬ 
cta*  data  on  world  supply  and  demand  will 
be  IncJnrted  In  the  Semi-Annual  Report  to 
Congress  on  operations  of  the  Office  of  Export 
Administration  covering  the  period  ending 
with  the  first  quarter  of  1977. 
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TABLE  1 

Trade  in  Nitrogen  Fertilizer  July  1975  -  December  1976 
In  Content  Tons 
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TABLE  3 

Exports  of  Fertilizers  Containing  Nitrogen,  July  1975  -  December  1976 

In  Short  Tons 
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Imports  of  Fertilizers  Containing  Nitrogen,  July  1975  -  December  1976 

In  Short  Tons 
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TABLE  6 

Production  of  Fertilizers  Containing  Nitrogen,  October  -  November  1976 
(December  Figures  not  Available 
1,000  Short  Tons 
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TABLE  7 

U.S.  Producers'  Inventories  of  Fertilizer  Materials  Containing  Nitrogen 

In  Short  Tons 


NOTICES 
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Producers'  Prices 
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TABLE  9 

Export  Prices  of  Selected  Fertilizer  Products  Containing  Nitrogen 

($  Per  Short  Ton) 
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NOTICB  & 


TABLE  10 

October  U.S.  Exports  and  Anticipated 
U.S.  Exports  as  of  October  1976 
of  Nitrogen  Containing  Fertilizers 
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TABLE  10  (continued) 
October  U.S.  Exports  and  Anticipated 
U.S.  Exports  as  of  October  1976 
of  Nitrogen  Containing  Fertilizers 


Actual 

Exports 

Oct 

1976 

Actual 

Exports 

Jul-Oct 

1976 

Unf illec 

Nov-Dec 

1976 

l  Contrac 

Jan-Mar 

1977 

ts  as  of 

Apr-Jun 

1977 

Oct  1976 
Jul-Sep 
1977 

In  Short  Tons 

DIAMMONIUM  PHOSPHATE  AND 

OTHER  AMMONIUM  PHOSPHATE 
Western  Hemisphere 

42,640 

280,622 

98,905 

9,400 

11,600 

7,500 

Western  Europe 

39,038 

519,377 

158,979 

64,678 

30,000 

50,000 

Asia 

49,459 

192,356 

111,432 

33,200 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

0 

5,490 

20,400 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

2,724 

15,905 

11,000 

- 

- 

- 

%  Exported  to  Developing 
Countries  Jul-Oct  1976 


30.5% 


MIXED  FERTILIZER 

Western  Hemisphere 

8,438 

33,283 

13,042 

Western  Europe 

1,604 

3  ;430 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Asia 

72 

17,151 

14,159 

- 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania  * 

25 

94 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

3 

3 

— 

— 

““ 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

•  Countries,  Jul-Oct  1976 

-  58.0%  | 
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TABLE  11 

November  U.S.  Exports  and  Anticipated 
U.S.  Exports  as  of  November  1976 
of  Nitrogen  Containing  Fertilizers 


Actual 

rActual 

Exports 

:  Exports 

Nov 

:  Jul-Nov 

1976 

:  1976 

Unfilled  Contracts  as  of  Nov  1976 


i  Jan-Mar : 
jl977 


Apr-Jun 

1977 


:  Jul-Sep 
:  1977 


In  Short  Tons 

AMMONIA 

Western  Hemisphere 

17,439 

124,538 

14,099 

Western  Europe 

0 

56,959 

8,300  : 

Communist  Areas  in  Europe 

0 

89 

- 

Asia 

34 

265 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

451 

7,161 

.6,100  : 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  Jul-Nov  1976 

-  63.8%  • 

UREA 

Western  Hemisphere 

36,012 

143,024 

34,386  : 

Western  Europe 

- 

- 

- 

Asia« 

0 

20,795 

28,889  : 

Africa 

0 

147 

- 

** 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

, 

Countries  Jul-Nov  1976 

-  87.1% 

AMMONIUM  NITRATE 

Western  Hemisphere 

489 

2,339 

72  : 

Western  Europe 

19 

33 

- 

Asia 

- 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

0 

76 

76  : 

Africa 

0 

1,061 

200 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  Jul-Nov  1976 

-  67.8% 

AMMONIUM  SULFATE 

• 

Western  Hemisphere 

48,509 

262,645 

67,024 

Western  Europe 

0 

4,617 

- 

Asia 

0 

30 

- 

Africa 

0 

40 

- 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

• 

J 

Countries  Jul-Nov  1976 

' 

88.2% 

I 
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TA3LC  ] 1  (Conti nued) 
November  U.S.  Exports  and  Anticipated 
U.S.  Exports  as  of  November  1976 
of  Nitrogen  Containing  Fertilizers 


Actual 

Actual  ] 

i  Unfilled  Contracts  as  of  Nov  1976 

Exports 

Exports 

Dec 

Jan-Mar 

Apr-Jun 

Jul-Sep 

Nov 

Jul-Nov 

1976 

1977 

1977 

1977 

1976 

1976 

. 

In  Short  Tons 

DI AMMONIUM  PHOSPHATE  AND 

1 

Western  Hemisphere 

75,319 

355,941- 

61,755 

5,000 

16,000 

7,500 

Western  Europe 

82,487 

118,892 

64,700 

30,000 

50,000 

Asia 

259,367 

74,534 

33,200 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

4,092 

9,582 

20,400 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

:19,819 

35,724 

3,307 

— 

— 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

\ 

Countries  Jul-Nov  1976 

-  35,2% 

MIXED  FERTILIZER 

Western  Hemisphere 

4,801 

38,084 

20 

■  3,300 

— 

— 

Western  Europe 

26,108 

29,538 

977 

- 

— 

— 

Asia 

94 

17,245 

15,597 

11,023 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

18 

112 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

0 

3 

— 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  Jul-Nov  1976 

-  38.6% 
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TABLE  1*2 

December  U.S.  Exports-  and  Anticipated 
U.S.  Exports  as  of  December  1976 
•  of  Nitrogen  Containing  Fertilizers 


rActual 
Exports 
Dec 
:  1976 

rActual 
Exports 
Jul-Dec 
:  1976 

Unfilled  Contracts  as  of  Dec  1976 
:  Jan-Mar : Apr-Jun: Jul-Sep:Oct-Dec 
1977  :  . 1977  :  1977  :  1977 

In  Content  Tons 

HI  a  ■ HP 

.  'iiv 

1  1 

NITROGEN  (N) 

Western  Hemisphere 

101,046 

394,343 

18,970 

35,119 

12,259 

1,729 

Western  Eurooe 

33,463 

192,964 

25,043 

13,797 

5,340 

8,900 

Communist  Areas  in  Europe 

0 

73 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Asia 

26,832 

85,489 

43,754 

33,195 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

6,199 

7,948 

7 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

6,155 

18,825 

33 

589 

In  Short  Tons 

AMMONIA 

Western  Hemisphere 

62,410 

186,948 

14,400 

- 

- 

- 

Western  Europe 

8,783 

65,742 

16,500 

- 

- 

- 

Communist  Areas  in  Europe 

0 

89 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Asia 

217 

482 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

0 

- 

- 

r- 

- 

- 

Africa 

5,530 

12,691 

— 

- 

- 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  Jul-Dec  1976 

*  70.8% 

UREA 

Western  Hemisphere 

50,849 

193,873 

- 

1,775 

1,975 

856 

Western  Europe 

0 

- 

- 

- 

*- 

- 

Asia 

20,606 

41,401 

48,500 

24,250 

- 

- 

Africa 

503 

650 

— 

— 

%  Exportec*»to  Developing 

Countries  Jul-Dec  1976 

' 

-  90.1% 

AMMONIUM  NITRATE 

Western  Hemisphere 

450 

2,789 

2,000 

33,264 

29,600 

- 

Western  Europe 

0 

33 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Asia 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

76 

152 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

0 

1,061 

— 

— 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  Jul-Dec  1976 

___ 

-  70.1% 

- 

AMMONIUM  SULFATE 

• 

Western  Hemisphere 

51,027 

313,672 

16 

- 

125 

- 

Western  Europe 

0 

4,671 

|  - 

- 

- 

- 

Asia 

0 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

0 

40 

156 

- 

— 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  Jul-Dec  1976 

—  —  —  —  —  —  - 

90.0% 

' 

1 
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"ABLE  12  (Continued) 
December  U.S.  Exports  and  Anticipated 
U.S.  Exports  as  of  December  1976 
of  Nitrogen  Containing  Fertilizers 


Actual  ; Actual 
Exports : Exports 
Dec  : Jul-Dec 

1976  :1976 

:j  Unfilled  Contrc 
^ Jan-Mar : Apr- Jun 
31977  31977 

] 

lets  as  c 
Jul-Sep 
1977 

>f  Dec  1976 
Oct-Dec 

1977 

In  Short  Tons 

D I AMMONIUM  PHOSPHATE  AND 

OTHER  AMMONIUM  PHOSPHATE 

: 

Western  Hemisphere 

74, 935: 430, 876 

28,950 

127,195 

5,000 

7,500 

Western  Europe 

146,985:748,849 

64,212 

77,512 

30,000 

50,000 

Asia 

93,383:352,750 

105,934 

123,823 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

34,665:  44,247 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

%  Exported  to  Developing 
•Countries  Jul-Dec  1976 

7, 751:  43,475 

-  36.5% 

3,307 

MIXED  FERTILIZER 

Western  Hemisphere 

14,125:  52,209 

8,437 

3,307 

3,307 

- 

Western  Europe 

491:  30,029! 

424 

- 

- 

- 

Asia  ' 

3,530:  20,775 

16,523 

- 

- 

- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

20:  132 

42 

- 

- 

- 

Africa 

%  Exported  to  Developing 
Countries  Jul-Dec  1976 

27:  30 

-  40.6% 
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